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JACK RICHARDS, PRESIDENT of FRIENDS OF 75 SQN ASSN UK

John William “Jack’ Richards served in the Royal Air Force as an Airframe Fitter 2A, RAF service number # 1678441 and
was posted to 75(NZ) Squadron RAF Newmarket (Short Stirlings) on the 12th December 1942. He followed 75(NZ) Sgn
to RAF Mepal servicing and repairing the battle damaged Avro Lancaster heavy bombers. After the war, Jack chose to
drive trucks and worked towards a ‘carriers A licence’ which was very difficult to achieve then, and in August 1946
married Gladys. In 1956 Jack bought his first lorry and created his own trucking company moving produce around
Cambridgeshire to the markets. The company, its markets and fleet expanded rapidly with Jacks dedicated work to his
customers, and then their son Anthony joined the firm in the 1970’s. Jack Richards & Son Transport has become one
of England’s largest transport companies, with joint operations throughout the UK and Europe. Tony is now the CEO,
while Jack continues to work from the companies Fakenham office, approaching his 89th birthday in January. A long
time member of the UK 75 Squadron Association, Jack was elected their Chairman in 2000, and then elected as
President in 2005 (when it became the Friends of the 75 Sgn UK Assn), a position Jack still holds today with great
pride. Jack’s private museum displays perfectly restored vehicles that his company has used and also a large amount
of 75(NZ) Sqn and RAF Bomber Command memorabilia. Whenever a NZ’er visits, Jack ensures the NZ flag flies high
outside the museum. During 2000-2001, Jack was responsible for the design, fund raising, building and dedication of
three marker memorials and plaques for 75(NZ) Squadron near the WWII sites of RAF Stations Mepal, Newmarket and
Feltwell. Jack is an esteemed ambassador for his colleagues and an inspiration to those whom admire his generation.

This newsletter is my tribute to Jack. Thank you for your service to the 75(NZ) Squadron Associations of the UK.
All photos by Glen Turner.
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APPRECIATION OF SERVICE

JOHN “JACK® WILLIAM
RICHARDS

1678441
RAF LAC AIRCRAFT TECHNICIAN
75(NZ) SQUADRON, RAT
DECEMBER 1942 AUGUST 1945

PRESIDENT 78 SQUADRON UK ASSOCIATION

IN APFRECIATION OF YOUR OUTSTANDING
ERVICE AND SACRIFICE TO KING AND COUNTRY
DURING TIHE WORLD WAR OF 19391945
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