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Happy Mew Year to you all,

| hope that you, your friends and family
hawe had an enjoyable holiday season,

This newsletter is overdue and |
apologize forthat, We are all volunteers
and are busy with other projects, so
such delays will sometimes occur,

Many of you will be aware that our
ex-secretary William (Red) Mc Cowatt
lost his battle with cancer and passed
away last June, After Red was diagnosed
with the disease, he was ahle to pass the
reins ta Glen, whichwas a timely mave,

Fed had served as our secretary for 12
years, He was a delightful chap and will
be greatly missed by us all.

Planning is already afoot for our next
reunion in eady 2010, Glen will brief
you elsewhere in this newsletter, on
what details he has at this eardy stage,

Also attached is an Association enrdl-
ment famm. Feel free to make numer-
ous copies, then roam far and wide re-
cruiting all your mates who have served
on 79 Sguadron in any capacity, any
rank, at any time but particulary in the
Canberra and Skyhawlk eras,

Ale ke

Graham Bethell,

Presidents personal address:

Avleshuns Park 82 Station Rogd, R.0.1
Christchurch 7671,

Email: chigweli@ifhug.co.nz
Ph/Fax: 03-3181923

Eperled priers m e

*+  Pleaze note the new
agsociation postal and email
addresz in the title black

+  Agreatread....
“hv Air-Gunners Story”,

Some wartime 19340-1%44
experiences of Flying Officer
I.H.C. (Wakey) WAKEFIELD,
409=9, ENZAF,

[Secretary haza copy if wanted)

g

A4 SKYHAWK PATCHES :

There is a cloth wersion of the A4 Skvhawk patches —

circular, blue and swhite with the flyving hawk—talons out-

stretched, with red script.

The much coveted patch given to those pilots who had gone

soloin the &7T &- 3K, Skvhawed.

Sold for approximately 520 each, depends on numbers.

Ifwou are interested, contact the President, Graham Bethell.
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The Al Crew Derops i - abveres view

NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION 2008 REUNION, AUCKLAND

The Air Crew Europe Star.

Swrarded far flying
operations from UK bases
over Europe hetween 3 rd
September 1939 to Sth
June 1544, The colours of
the ribbon and layout
symhbaolise the continuous
service of the Air Foroe by
night and day,

Two clasps, "Atlantic’ and

‘France  and  Germany’
were awarded with this
medal, When ribbons

only were wom on mili-
tary uniform, a silver rose
emhblem on the rbbon
denoted the award of a
clasp.  Aircrew who flew
on operations from 6th
June 1944 to Bth May
1945 were awarded The
France and Germany Star,

Cwer the weekend 14,1516 karch,
2008 association members, wives and
family gathered for the Mz hiennial
reunion. The main venue was the
Copthome Hotel on the Auckland
waterfront, with the Saturday evening
dinner held at the MNZ Yacht Squadron.
The Sunday morning remembrance
service was held at MOTAT2 under the
Avro Lancaster bomber—a fitting and
moving time for many there that had
flown in the type, The members then
moved by tram to MOTATL where the
A£G and lunch was held in the Huge
House before the members |eft faor
home—from all aver Mew Zealand
with several groups from England and
Australia,

Spedal thanks must be given to the
team from Auckland that created and
made the Reunion such an excelent
event,

Eleanor Benton-kandeno, melanie
Benton, &lan & FPhosbe John, Denise
Farr, Ran Mavyhill, and Eunice Heast.

75 SQN ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT

Graharn Bethell joined the RMZAF in 1968
as a Flot and trained on
Devans.
Flews T11 “ampires on 14
Sgn and FBS Varnpires on
7o sgn, convering to Ad's
in 1971. Graham left the
RMZAF far &irkZin 1974 at
a fime when it was considered the military
was Zenerally nundown from the stigma of
the Yietnam War. After fiving OGS & DCLO
ai reraft at A rhE for a while, Graharm moved
to Cathay Padfic fiving 707 & 747's for
20yrs. Then rmore recenty fiving Freedom
Air 7375, and Air Chatharns Convairs.
Graham owns and flies a P51 Mustang, and
flies marny other Warbird types inc Catalina.

Harvards and

NZ REUNION 2010

INFORMATION'WANTED

Planning has begun for the 2010

Reurnion, which  will

the
late

with
Airshow  day in

coincide
march.

would like hotel accommodation.
This will allow for cost planning
also

and 1 oweill

proposed weekend program,

be in
Falmerston Morth and Ohakes to
Ohakea

Please advise thd Secretary if you
would like to attend and if you

discuss the

Relations of 75 Sgn persannel, and others
have contacted us looking forinformation.

Ifwou can help, please email the secretary ...

F/LT Richard French, DOFC, Berlin, 4 5ep 1943,
F/Sgt Ken Hook, DFR, Sepd3 to Junl94d,
SGT Devinder Singh Sidhu, D.25April 1943,
F/LT Ken Bettles, DFC, WG&ETN # B-K&

*Those that served at Mew Marketin 1943,
sLancaster crash, #HKS6E; 1ul 34, Strashours.
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VILDEBEAST AIRSCREW IN OHAKEA OFFICERS MESS

I February 1991, Eleanor Benton-Mandeno loaned her Vildebeast &irscrew to the
Chakea Officers mess for display, It is a mighty large propeller unit and dominates
the corner of the mess where it is mounted. It attracts much attention and discus-
sion—and would undoubtedly take up the whole side wall should she ever have it
back in her house! Theinscription reads; " To honowr Arthur M. fBenny) Bendon,
NWo. 41461, 75 {NZ) Squadron, Royal Air Force, 1941-1945. "~
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The Friends of 75 (MZ) Squadron UK
summer reunion is being held at
Sunton Hall Coastal Resort, Gunton
Ave, at Lowestoft, between Suffolk
and Morfolk from Friday 26™ to
Monday 29'" June 2009,

They are keeping our bookings until
at least February 16", but if you
contact Margaret soonest she will
check out rooms for you,

Phone Margaret Still ,

The prices are: in England

Standard Chalet £137.66 per person, || 0044 1621 843 935.
Single chalets are £197.66 per person,
this is for the 3 nights and includes a

full English breakfast, three course

Should be a lot of fun and with all
that is happening on site we won't
have to move out for any entertain-
ment, mind you | am sure the ladies
can go shopping in Lowestoft if they
wish to,

evening meal and daytime entertain-
ment, onsite facilities with a swim-
ming pool and indoor bowls rink,

75 SQN ASSOCIATION

SECRETARY/TREASURER
56T Glen Turner joined the RMZAF in
19585 as an Amnaments
Fitter. Based at Ohakea,
posted to 7S ign in
19499, Vanguards
Fuantzmh & Singapore,
Longlook 2000 induding
kuwait, Signed off last ever weapons
sories af Skvhawks. 75 3gn Standard
party far Disbandment Parade Dec
2001, RMZAF  Explosive Storage
rmanage ment, SAP Maintenance
Project and Tednical Support roles

for Armament at Ohakea since 2002,
Interests in warbird aircraft Egress
Swsterns and a Football referee far the
Manawatl Assh and RREAFMEDF .

AUCK AREA PARTY

J

The rnext Auckland area party
is at Eunice Heast's house in
Ayondale, at 57 Shoreham
Street on Sunday 8th March,
1200 hrs,

Bring a bottle and plate.

RETURNED MAIL

OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION

The Objectives for which the Association was, || 2. To maintain a link with, and between,
andis, established are; all former members of “75 Squadrons” and
75 Sgquadron Associations”, both in N2 and

1. To maintain the comradeship and
OWErSEds.

associatons that have been made through
membership of 75 Sguadron RAF, 75 [MNZ) ||3. To arrange and stage national reuniors
Squadron RAF, and 75 Squadron RMEAF. at regularinteryals.

The last newsletter was returned
to me as address unknown from
the faollowing members.  Can
anvane advise me of correct
addresses  or  circumstances
please?

Mr LG. Scott, "“White Swan Rd, Mo
Raskill, &uckland.

Mr R F. Lawry, POBox 1150, Taupo.

Mr W.T. Fouracre, 61 Makere 5t,
Taurmararui.

Mr Lw. Scarll, 20 Regina Close,
Half Moon Bay, AkLG.

Mr KHN. Dumper, 35 Challen
Close, Takanini.

Ay irfommation will be gratefully
received.
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LAST POST

Tie Lant Poetin one of a8 number of bugls calle Inmilitary tradiiion
vilal mark He phiaven of te day with odging in twe 178 century:
"Lant Fout” wanincorporated Into funsral and memoral garylcan
a1 3 final farevrall 3nd 1ymboll e o Hiat e dutyof Hie dead oover
‘ and that ey canrentin peaes.

PLEASE ADWISE THE SECRETARY FOR LAST POST MOTICES.

BEER, Cecil Thomas, ‘Ces’

LY7LTS, w0, 23 Sep 1974 deploviments to 12 5ep 1976,

Ces served around M, Fiji, and Singapore. He was a druminer for the
Base bands and retired from the RMNZAF as 75 =gn Warrant Officer.
Ced| Beer suffered @ heart attack and died 24 Aprl 2003, at Marth
Share Hospital, Auckland.

TAYLOR, William Dawid Eric, 'Bill’
335384, CPL AIRFRAME FITTER
1975-1576, 1951-1954

Williarn Tadaor died 12 Moy 2005 at1200h8rs aftera
brave fightwith melanoma in Blenhe m.

Bill was a dedicated 72 5gn and Skyhawk histaran
creatingsome valuable reference materal and books.
Bill waorked atWoodbourne s an MMIT instructor far rmany vears,

LT,

Mc COWATT, William Kennedly, ‘Red’

7O599, LAC, SEDWEKR, 24Mow 1959 - 1AMar 1962
FLT LT, ROTORUA AR TRG CORP

75 50M ASSM SECRETARY for 12 vears.

Died 21st June 2005 from canoer, aged 65 vears.

Red's contribut on to the 73 3qn Assn and Cadets was e normaus,

CARROLL, Bernard Stephen
MZ 4211926, Wi/, AR GUNMNER
SN =FEP 18945, TIFER FORCE

Bemard Carroll died suddenly at home in Avondale Road, Christdwrch
29th Jan 2003, aged 55.

LEA, Albert William

MZ 41244, CPL, ARMAMEMT FITTER
CCT 1942 —AlLlG 1544

Died 12th Jan 2008 in Chrstchurd.

CARSWELL, Francis Campbell, "Cam’

MZ404457, FLT LT, DFC, Mavigator

Jah—5%ep 1943, Cornrmnissioned lan 1943,

DFCon 164011243 | Wounded owver Germarnsy.
Completed 20 operations. Returned to M April 1944,
Died 19 Oct 2005, Christchurch Hospital, aged 92vears.

2147534, ACW L, WAAF, RAF, Waitress,
Febd3 to Novl245, wWife of Fz OFf Frands Selwood,

Mavi gator, now Ardhdeacon Selwoodin Dunedin.
Died 14 Jul 2005 afeer along illness, aged 53

PARKHOUSE, Natalie Mary
(formerly Lee, nee Melsaon).

Matalie & George Parkhouse were friends of the &szsociation
" and attended marcy 75 &ssociation functions since 1972,
Died suddenly at home 22 Sep 2008, aged 89.

NZ456914, FLT 56T, Navizatar
12Jul—28%ep 1945, Promoted FA5otlan 1945,

Posted to 75 2gn for Tiger Force [Lincoln’s in Japan].
Retumed ta N2 Jan 1946,
Died14 Mar 2003, in Wanganui, aged 84 vears.

RNZAF CONSIDERS USING DISBANDED SQUADRON No’s FORNEW GROUND UNITS

I December 2007, the Central body of
the Brevet Clubs of NZ, was approached
by the RMZAF for comment on the
proposal to use dormant Squadron
numbers, and presumably crests, for two

newly established ground suppart units.

The wanganui Brevet Club discussed the
matter at a meeting, as this proposal
the

disbanded air combat squadrons of 2, 14

could have included recently’
and 75. The consensus of those present
was that they were “strongly opposed” to
any such measure. 75 ign Association
committee AjrCdre
Goldsmith (Rtd) replied to the RMNZAF on

behalf of the Wanganui Brevet Club’s

memmber Graeme

President, in his capacity as a Brevet Club
member, advising that, “The record of
senvice  of these  Squadrons war
extgblished in qotive flving opergtions
during  WW2  and conrtinued  through
longewity of peaeoetime senvice i New
wnkl  recent

Feqland, and ovemseas,

dishandiment.  Such outstanding service
canrot be simply bransferred o newly
Formed, ron-flving support units with
neither recogrised standing nor record of
achieverment.  Additionally, the insigria
and mottos, which form the crests of
these  squadrons,

hawve, by intent

application only to @ cormbat flving wnit—

certainly not q ground  organisation.
There would be the matter of the
Squadrons’ Standards  and associated
Battle Honours. Any suggestion of
portability or association of these with a
grownd support writ” wowld be, v the
opirion of the Brevetr Club members,
imappropriate. The proposal appears fo
need vii b

confuse and  purpose

senptimentality ard  emotion  and

therefore s not supported by the

Wianganui Branch of the Brevet Clubs

75 50N ALSN has not been approached
for comme nt to this proposal. The AS5H
thanks AirCdre Goldsmith for his reply.
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